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Safety & Hazards Report 
 

Eye and Face Protection  

Thousands of people are blinded each year from work-related eye injuries that could have 

been prevented with the proper selection and use of eye and face protection. Eye injuries alone 

cost more than $300 million per year in lost production time, medical expenses, and worker 

compensation. 

OSHA requires employers to ensure the safety of all employees in the work environment. Eye 

and face protection must be provided whenever necessary to protect against chemical, 

environmental, radiological or mechanical irritants and hazards. 

Eye and face protection is addressed in specific standards for the general industry, 

shipyard employment, longshoring, and the construction industry.  

Standards 

This section highlights OSHA standards, Federal Registers (rules, proposed rules, and notices), 

standard interpretations (official letters of interpretation of the standards), and national consensus 

standards related to eye and face protection. 

 

Part Number: 1910 

• Part Title: Occupational Safety and Health Standards 

• Subpart: I 

• Subpart Title: Personal Protective Equipment 

• Standard Number: 1910.133 

• Title: Eye and face protection. 
 

 

 

 

1910.133(a)  

General requirements. 

1910.133(a)(1)  

The employer shall ensure that each affected employee uses appropriate eye or face 

protection when exposed to eye or face hazards from flying particles, molten metal, liquid 

chemicals, acids or caustic liquids, chemical gases or vapors, or potentially injurious light 

radiation. 

1910.133(a)(2)  

The employer shall ensure that each affected employee uses eye protection that provides 

side protection when there is a hazard from flying objects. Detachable side protectors (e.g. clip-

on or slide-on side shields) meeting the pertinent requirements of this section are acceptable. 

1910.133(a)(3)  

The employer shall ensure that each affected employee who wears prescription lenses 

while engaged in operations that involve eye hazards wears eye protection that incorporates the 

prescription in its design, or wears eye protection that can be worn over the prescription lenses 

without disturbing the proper position of the prescription lenses or the protective lenses. 

1910.133(a)(4)  

 

http://www.osha.gov/pls/oshaweb/owalink.query_links?src_doc_type=STANDARDS&src_unique_file=1910_0133&src_anchor_name=1910.133
http://www.osha.gov/pls/oshaweb/owalink.query_links?src_doc_type=STANDARDS&src_unique_file=1910_0133&src_anchor_name=1910.133(a)(3)
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Eye and face PPE shall be distinctly marked to facilitate identification of the 

manufacturer. 

1910.133(a)(5)  

The employer shall ensure that each affected employee uses equipment with filter lenses 

that have a shade number appropriate for the work being performed for protection from injurious 

light radiation. The following is a listing of appropriate shade numbers for various operations. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


